Posted by Emanuela Evangelista, Xixuau community, Roraima, Brazil.

14th November 2008

The WWF Brazil, along with the Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity (ICMBio), and the the Victoria Amazônica Foundation (FVA) are in our area working towards the creation of the reserve. The WWF is sending out a daily blog which you can see below.

http://www.wwf.org.br/natureza_brasileira/meio_ambiente_brasil/arpa/exp/expedicao_mariua_jauaperi/blog/index.cfm?uNewsID=16400   

http://www.wwf.org.br/natureza_brasileira/meio_ambiente_brasil/arpa/exp/expedicao_mariua_jauaperi/blog/index.cfm?uNewsID=16420  

The team left today. Their visit was very interesting and they liked what they saw of the community and our work. Everyone from the village came to the meeting this morning and the team gave some more explanations about what it means to live in an Extractivist Reserve (RESEX). A man from the Unini Extractivist Reserve was with them and he answered people’s questions. The team was impressed with the knowledge and desire of the people here for the creation of the reserve. The executive director of the FVA stated his interest in collaborating with the AA.

They were also amazed at the story of the recent fines and embargoes of the community activities by the local authorities of Roraima. The state environment institute had told them that we had deforested an area larger than all the villages on the Jauaperi put together in order to build a three storey hotel, all without environmental licenses. When they saw the truth with their own eyes they were shocked.

Carlos Dantas from the Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity explained at the meeting that the idea for the Extractive Reserve was born here in the Xixuau with the work of the Amazon Association, in 2001. He told everyone present that the Association and his institute have a working agreement that is temporarily blocked until the reserve is created. 

The reporters interviewed the village president Geraldo, his vice, Justino and the women from the craftwork group called Beija Flor. They also interviewed me regarding pressure and attacks brought to bear on foreigners present in the area. The reporters aim to make a video and transmit it through the major national media channels.

In this video they will show not only our situation but the pressure that the local government is putting on all the people who want the Resex. In this sense it was very good that a government boat with people from the state environment institute (Femact) and the land registry institute (Iteraima) turned up at the village of Samauma while they were there. Accompanied by armed policemen they sat in on their meeting and after the team had left held their own meeting with the local people claiming that everything they had been told by the WWF was lies, because in reality the creation of the Resex would force everyone to leave their homes and out of the area. They claimed that their solution of granting parcels of land to the locals was the best solution and that they would be back in three months with the official titles to this land. All of this was recorded by the locals, while the boat headed upriver to the Xixuau. The team has been able to witness firsthand the armed intimidation by the police and government authorities of Roraima against the local people.
Tomorrow life at the village will go return to normal and the usual activities start again. We have a lot to do before the arrival of the next visitors. We have to repair Joao-s old house, build a new bathroom and repair some canoes.

But it will still be different, we have now allies and our hope that the Resex will be created is even stronger than before. 

We are planning more meetings and will keep you informed. Someone from the Xixuau, along with other representatives from the river has been invited to a workshop organized by the Social Environment Institute (ISA), to be held in Manaus from the 20th to the 22nd of November. The aim is to create a Rio Negro Network and the AA is very keen to be a part of it.
